Surgical issues in the management of melanoma.
The mainstay of treatment of cutaneous melanoma is surgical excision. Excision of the primary disease, lymph node metastases, and in some instances, distant metastases is the only therapeutic strategy that leads to long-term disease-free survival with rare exceptions. Surgical treatment of melanoma can be divided into therapy of the primary lesion, treatment of the lymph nodes, treatment of distant metastases, and treatment of in-transit disease by regional administration of intravascular chemotherapeutics. The current recommendations for each of these four areas is discussed in this review.